OEL lyon ~~ 


Approved For Release 1999/09/23 : CIA-RDP81-01036R0001001 10085-6 
U.S. Officials Only 


CONFIDENTIAL 


a ye ok pe fn OF 
ba e 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


INFORMATION REPORT 


COUNTRY Southeast “sia. 


SUBJECT Chinese Nationalist Treens in Burma 


25X1A 


PLACE ACQUIRED 
(BY SOURCE) 


DATE ACQUIRED 
(BY souRCE) 


DATE DISTR. FMAR SY 
DATE (oF INFO, ) 

: : NO. OF PAGES &% 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS §NFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE! 
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18. SECTIONS 798) 
MAND 794, OF THE U.S, CODE, AS AMENDED, 'TS TRANSMISSION OR REVE. 
LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON [SI 
PRO] DS Aw be REPROOUCTION O H REP OR PROM B 


NO. OF ENCLS. 


SUPP. TO 
THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO. 


2 


25X1X 


AG the urging of the Hormosa. Covernment, Gen, Li ML has deseribed the 
situation on the Burmese-Chineze border and the position of the Chinese 
Nationalist troops. This paper until now has been distributed only in 
Chinese and in a limited number of eoples., ‘his report gives a condensed 
translation of it. 


l. Since the 26 Mar 53, when the Burmese Covernment accused Nationalist China, 
of aggressive intentions in Burma. because of the presence there of Li Mils 
troops, the attention of the world has been thrown in this direetion, 
Gen, Li Mi himself has kept silence ever since he headed the anti-Communist 
work on the Chinese-Burmese border. He has neither held press conferences nor 
made other public utterances. Inereasing mystery consequently has attached to 
his personality. ‘The world has tried tu break through this silence by spread- 
ing rumors about him and letting surmise run douse; for example, the press 
report that he had been killed in a sudden surprise attack. The Burmese 
Government spread about a, report that he had been arrested while on a visit to 
Nationalist China. This report will attempt to clear up the confusion. 


2. Characteristies of the anti-Communist United Task Force. The membership of the 
United Task Force is made up, aS regards citizenship, of Chinese, Burmese and 
Siamese, and religiously of Mohammedans, Buddhists, Christians and those of no 
belief. They are all volunteers to strengthen the anti-Communist front in the 
struggle against the impending danger to their fatherlends. ‘the Task Force 
accordingly is made up of free people and is an absolutely independent military 
organization. Although it is of Chinese origin, it is not a Chinese organization. 
Neither is it directly subordinate to the Chinese Nationalist Government. It is 
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absurd to pretend that the Nationalist Government will assert aggressive 
intentions against Burma through this force, ‘The question whether this anti- 
Communist Task Force is a Chinese aggressive foree can easily be answered. 

The policy of the Chinese Nationalist Government is to be on friendly terms 

with its neighbors. ‘The Chinese Government and people have always loyally 
sympathized with and supported the Burmese independence movement. Today, when 
the seat, of the Chinese Nationalist Government is thousands of miles distant 

from the Chinese-Burmese border and it is preparing with a11 its power to re- 
cover its motherland, it has no interest or means to contemplate an attack on 
Burma. On the other hand, the Task Force has clearly set forth its position 

in a letter to the United Nations Organization, namely, that its only purpose 

is to combat Communism, which threatens its own life, safety and liberty, It 
further gave assurance that it had absolutely no intention of seizing the Burmese 
Government. ‘The Task Force stands now on the Chinese-Burmese border and hopes 
thet the free world will give it material and moral support so that it oan later 
undertake still greater anti-Communist actions. 


General Li Mi 1s the leader of the Task Force, It is common knowledge that he is 
Chinese and 3, pupil and subordinate of Marshal Chiang Kai-shek. As a Chinese he 

Will ‘acknowledge all commands and orders of" the presidency and execute them faith- 
fully. For example, when the president appointed him governor of the province of 


‘Yunnan, he secepted, But it must not be forgotten that the Task Force is not a 


purely Chinese trmy, nor subordinate to the Chinese Government. All the plens of 
the Task Force have to be approved by all the peoples concerned. Consequently, 

- Should President; Chiang Kai-shek summon General Li Mi as governor to report to 
Taiwan, he would return at once, but if the president should give him an order to 
withdraw with the entlre Task Foree from the Chinese-Burmese border, then General 
Li MI, dithough he himself might do it, would not ‘be able to exechte the order be- 
cause part of the trvops are natives of the botider, Théy Know. nothing ‘about Taiwan - 
and have no connections Te cephe  e never obey this order and 
leave their homes; besides etihey°Reve all together undertaken the task of” combat- 
ting the Communists there on yiabs evound. . 

o % aa origins : ee pi BO eas oe 

The Dengercat?'Wouthesstern fii@ardhat is understood here by southeastern Asie 

is India, Burma,, Tositend"Walaya, Indonesia and the Philippines. These countries 
were formenly"'811 colonies of imperialist stetes, chiefly England. “After the 
Second World War they all, one after another, wanted independence, In the end, 
the outworn ¢olonial policy has hed to bé abandoned in the ‘face of the modern: 
fendency of people everywhere, 86 the Philippines, Indis and Burma have regained 
their independence, one after another, Indochina and Malaya, if they~have not yet 


a@hieved it, are in ferment. This general urge for freedom lets these countries 


fheur the danger of ‘running out of one peril into the arms of their liberator and 
helper, the new imperialistic Soviet Russia, which behind a mask of friendship makes 
use of the poverty and the undeveloped economic conditions and at the same time 
injects the poison of Communist ideology. Many peoples are already intoxicated by 


it, the Philippines excepted which sre still to some degree secured by ‘merioan 


- protection while a11 the other countries already oan be plucked by the Communists 


dike ripe fruit. 


‘Indie, after 600 years of unbroken oolonialrule by Holland, France end Great 


Britain, recovered its independence on 26 Jan’50. Because of its poor economic 
situation, its great class distinctions, and its bad social conditions, poverty 


is extreme. ‘he cities and villages are overrun with beggars. Such a country t's 
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naturally fruitful ground for Communism. Shortly after India. regained 
independence, its nearest neighbor, the Chinese mainland, was occupied 
hy. the Communists. India has freed itself from.its imperialistic master, 
England, to be threatened instead by two still more dangerous.nelighbors, 
Prime Minister Nehru accordingly has quickly. recognized Red China to 
ingratiate himself with the East bloc and imagines that he will be able-in . 
this, way: to. keep his peace of the moment, He has not considered that this has 
given: great lift to the Communists in his own country. At the elections in: 
the spring of 1952 the Gommunists won. 27. seats in the congress, where they did 
not have one before, and the Communist Party.in India has become the. second: 
largest party in the country, If this development goes on, it will. nobibe: long 
Reners the . Couneey is completely. ruled by Communism. eition 

Wath ong 
Burae, Hine: it regained its independence on 4 Jan 4g, has not yet been: able to 
achieve. political unity at home because of the numerous party divisions, "Ano" 
example of this is the revolt of the Kulungtand.the resistence of the Red Flag 
Communists.and the White Flag volunteer Communists.’ The Burmese Government hes - 
tried every means, through negotiation and through military measures, but has 
not attained its goal. Burma remains today completely disrupted in its domestic 
podities.. The Kulur# folk constitute about 6 percent. of the total Burmese popule- 
tion. :They differ from.the ordinary Burmese -both racially and religiously... Meny 
of them-are Christians, | After Burmats . Andependence they asked for an.autonomous' 
administration, but the ‘Burmese. Government. refused... This caused the revolt. :The. 
Kulu fightirg- strength. is:about 10;000 men... Their main stronghold is:west of ; 
Rangoon and in: ‘Northeastern: Burma, :On.the other hand, the Kulun#are strongly. anti - 
Communist; for’ ‘this reason. they work. against. the. Communista on the Burmo-Chinese 
border. plone with the Task Force, . This is another reason why the Burmese. Government 
will, not tolevate the Task Force;’ The Burmese Communists’ have, had no, part. in. ae 
government. since independence, They work against the government. and, control a. 


. laxyge: number of underground movements... They are divided into the Waite Flag: volun’ 


teers and: the Red: Flag volunteers, The White Flag Communists are very inconsistent, 
working sometimes with and sometimes. \, peainest the government. The Red Flag Communists 
have had tiles with the Chinese _Conitunists from -the ‘beginning and receive gontinuing 
Chinese. support over the Burria“Rodd, At, the: beginning of 1952 the Burmese Govern- 
ment decided to undertake something’ against the Communists. They had accepted 
Aneripan aid without regard to the opposition. from the Left-wing parties, and had 
concentrated their fighting forces. ‘Against. the Red revolt, They hada little 
success, but. ft did not, gegh.dong. After Red China entered into a secret, agreement 
with the Communists’ ian ‘Burma ,. the Burmese Government bowed $o Red China.:. It. had to 
refuse. Americar: aid and attempt to.expel the Task. Foree from the country,,. in, order 
to.ingratiate itself with the East bloc like India and preserve @ temporary peace. 
On the other hand., the Red Chinese and the Soviet Russians made use of the opportun- 
ity and. built up ever larger agent networks in the 90 Pry « So the security of the 
Bammese Government. is already slowly undermined. * Karens -- (Bd. eae 


Thad land. Thailand is the only country in southeastern Asia where the conmaniate 
have been unable to obtain a foothold. On 14 Nov 52, Thailand adopted a law 
against the Communists which punishes: membership in the Communist Party with 
imprisonment. for from ten years to life; spreading of Communist propaganda, five 

to ten years; sheltering and maintaining a Communist, five years. On that account 
the Communist attempt to penetrate Thailand has had no noticeable result. Thailand 
has &lso reoeived American military assistance and.a military mission to train 
Thaiiand.troops. Thailand also works in close cooperation with the Malayan police 
to ea soe ae Communista’ from a ca ance BERL eDA 
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8, Thailandts fighting forces, are constituted. as, follows: 


‘an independent 
_ Sivision, and comprising altogether 28 infantry battalions, 4 artillery 
_ Regiments, + cavalry regiments, 10 artillery bsttalions, 5 signal battalions, 
“2 antlalreraft regiments (of 2 battalions each), an armored regiment 


-&.  frys about 30,000 men, organized In two army corps ‘and 


(2 battalions); and & transport battalion, oe as MP Se 
bi -Mavys- about 700 officers ard 9,200 men.” It has 2 coast guard gunboats, 4 
os (gine LL cruisers, 15 torpedo boats, 4 submarines, 4+ mine sweepers, and a 
‘-mumber of other fast motorboats, — : , Ae Ses ok, 


‘G. Rir Voree: has about 50 piston-driven airplanes, 


» do “Rolice: about 40,000 men, or more than the army, which makes ‘the ehief of’ 
“3. police an apparently powerful person, agit ‘ oe 
Altogether the Thailand fighting forces amount to sbout 100,000 men, Some’ - 
“100,099 can be mobilized dn an emergency, so that Thailand in the’ event of war 
ean be 3 valuable faotor against the Communists, Pee a ea 
ae ng oe peas fie) = Pridi =(fa.7 2 


9. Thatlanad g1s0-has its. own worry, namely, Nai-Pih-Lihg~a. political opponent of 
the. present: Chancellor Ran-Pih-Yerit now living‘ in Communist China, and prepared 
‘there.at any. time to reénter Thalidnd ‘in order to overthrow the government, The 
Bed. Chinese regime announced in Feb 195% that the 20,000 Thallanders living in 
Yorman had formed a free Thailand and People's Democratic Government. By this - 
‘the first: step was definitely taken towards an attack on Phadlend, Nei-Pih-Li | 
‘formerly hele various ministerivd posts in Thailand, After. the Second World ‘War’ : 
“pollitidal power passed into the hurds of Ran-Pih-Wen, @i-Pih-Lih then Cled to - 
Yann and istovked there with the Chinese Communists, * , + Phibun = (Ed.)/- | 

10, Txdoghina, The Vormmunist threat te Indochisin Has already advanced to @ state-of -. 
Open war, due-to Prancyts clinging t¢ & colonise] policy ard Indechina wanting its 
independence, ‘the Communists have triown how to make use of this opportunity and. 
come with o watchword of democracy and Uiberation to draw the country: to them,” 
The Rhench and Vietnam Armies: have attained ne sti¢eeny, in spite of being no less 
sbrong: than the Vietminh Atmy: arid much batter equipped, This ls besause the . .. 
‘people wil. have nothing to dowd! he Prench stiffnecked colonial poltay; they 
weald: rather yield their.asumiry to the Communistic rebels. . Seer ae 
. : Ps EE phe de siete : : ‘ : ives Ste Gates Se? 

ll. Malaya. Malaya is an English colony with @ population of 4,87 millions, of whom. 
39 pervent are Chinese immigrants. ‘The idea of freedom is in full bloom here, 
@iso. Besause England will not give up its colonial idea, the Communists seize 
the opportunity and stir up. the people against England with the cover name of - 
"Iiveration.” The Communists at .the present time can dispose of 40,000 men, 
against whom the 130,000 man police and military (of which English troops number 
about 22,000)., wage a, terrorist war-in vain,. If north Thailand is someflay incor- 
porated by the Communists, Malaya will not long thereafter be able to remain with 
‘the free world. a : 


12, The foregoing all shows how urgently necessary it is for southeastern Asia to be 
made a ‘defense front against Communism. ' . 


13, The..anti-Communist. Task Foree, The seat of the Task. Force is along both sides of 
the Salven River, One side of this area borders directly on Yunnan and Burma, the 
other side on Thailand and Laos,” The total area is about 57,800 square km, or 
about twice the size of Formosa. This country is an undeveloped region which 1s 
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SLill. backward. culturaliy, There are no means of communication of any kind, 

only high mountains and deep valleys. Dbense primeval forests almost completely 
Shut out the heavens. The animal life offers everything’ that the jungle has to 
show. ‘The whole ‘region is the most favoreble possible for guerrilla warfare. — 
The principal products =e a special kind of ‘rice, medicinal plants, and opium ., 
It 18 extremely rich in minerals; for example, zine, copper and precious stones. 
The ¢limate undergoes great- changes in the course of a single day, from midsummer 
heat in the daytime to winter cold at lent The rainy season begins in Jun of 
each year and it rains incessantly until Sep or Oot. The humidity 1s then go 
great and the fogs 80 wna thes all life rests during this period. 


When General Ls wh with ‘the Eighth and Twenty-sixth Armies had to withdraw from 
Yunnan under Communist pressure, the Chinese mainland was already in Communist 
hands. His communications by sea with Vorm-g: were already out off. He had only 
two shoiees: one was.to go throus. Indochins ‘> the Island of Wainan (which et 
that time was still held by the Chinese Nationalists), ‘This way he would not take 
because he was convinced thet the Frenen would disarm his troops (as later happened 
to -‘another Chinese Army). He preferred to take the other way and reach the 
Burmese border in-order to conduct #@ guerrilla war ageinst the Communists. from 
shere-ahd if necessary to withdrew to Burma. When he later entered Burma, he 
immediately made 4 statement to the Burmese Government, saying that today, where 
we'fight for the freedom of the. world, he hopes thé. entire free world withoub dis- 
Ginetion. of rationality will draw together to combat Communism, He his arrived on 
Burniese soil with his troops because he must spare his fignting foress. tn-order:'to 
avoid useless sserifice, but he hopes not to come into contliet with the Burmese 
troops or people. its opponent is Communist Chine only, and not historically : 
frtendiy: *pubha.: “The Burmese Goveramant preferred to believe thes Gen. Ei’ Mi aid 
hig ‘Proops- ware unfit for combat, and-would dissrm his froops, den. £1 Mi‘ was - 
goersed for godd. or 1i1-to enter Inte combat with the Burmeee-troops and-wed able 
to drive them’baek-at-onee. *fbexr he had forced entrance Into Burma, he was able 
to refresh and reorganize his troops In peace. Meanwhile other Chinese Nationalist 
bends ‘that had “already been dispersed In‘the mainiand, followed, as well: 88 many 
refugees who had been Dereesee oie Somninist 1 enna. and “ould eae it: no- Aongor.” 
By the end of 1949 his atrengtii faa ifer: weed ‘greatly. In andr to unify thie- 
bands 4nd volunteers that had ried Ge ‘him, Gen, Li"#4 laid down the following four 
peeve ae vas BOP, 
: te, Me fn 7 Ber fi ” : 
a. ald bands are 5 ada rgindeed’ {nto one anti-Communist Beek Force whose ieadenantp 
- Gen. Li.Mi assumes as Commander in Uhief; Gen. Lu Guo-teien and Gen. Li Tse- 
fen exe deputy commanders in‘ chief. Gen. Lu also takes over command of the 
Twenty~sixth Army (Gen, Wu.is.a cousin of the former Burmese éhengellor). 


b, Native troops stationed on the border are consolidated and divided into 
_ battalions. They are commanded by native officers. These native officers know 
the country well, therefore they are required to care for the sheltering and 
maintenance of the entire Task Foree. Procurement and distribution must be’ 
conducted with strict fairness. In this way the desired cooperation with the 
" natives can be achleved, 


0. Reception of #11 volunteers without distinction as to origin and nationality. 
' What is important is that they fight for freedom and against the Communists. 


a. Dusting ‘the training and preparatory period; strengthen the noncomm{seioned 


_ officers as much es possible and allow little contact with the outside world. 
_ So the anti-Communist Task force is formed. . a 
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Now this Task Foree has vietorlously completed. many small and five large o 


undertakings against; Yunnan,, Tt has killed thousands of Communists, § 9. tu. 
captured thousands more, and has. received thousands of desertérs. Communist . 
China feels itself threatened by this Sask. Yoree; therefore it ‘has various F 


times attempted, with 300,000 troops, to destroy it, but has been compelled 

to withdraw without success after reverses because no great battleground can : 
develop in this region, ‘hey must always stop at the Gan-Lu-Gung mountain | _ 
mass. Since then the ‘ask Force has nob only become world famous, but it. ee 
draws many volynteers from neighboring lands, and gifts come in fram all over 

the world for its support. Today the Task Force Keeps 400,000 Chinese Communist 
troops tied ito the border ares. The Chinese Communist Government., . whiehuseeg.i 
that it has no ¢hance of destroying the Task Fores by arms, will now. try:.tois-t 
bargain 1t out of Burma by diplomatic methods, partly with force and partiycbynly 
teising a clamor against the Chinese Nationalist Government in. the United lations. 
Gh: the other hand the Communists attempt circuitously to broadcast rumors’ in the" 
Prench and English press and say Gen, Li M4 and hig guerrilla troops Will grab... 
Burne. La ordér. to penetrate to a Burmese port. oa Bh a hscdel ae, Ta 


Ih 1952. the -Burmese Government again dispatched troops without combat experience, 
td ‘petsiede the Task Force to disarm. ‘The conflict, however, did not last long’: 
amd was “repulsé@. Gen. 1 Mi-has always made clear to the world: that his enémy | - 
wee Communism, and that he had no territerial views of any. Kind against Burma. 
he oxistende' of the Task Foree im this region is naturally. difficuit, éspeolally 
aa regards aims, ammunition and medicines, He has hopes the free world would: : 
recognize the Importance of his éxistence there and afford Him volintary aid, 
especially with medicaments -because they are entirely lacking, 4n- anti-Communist 
college in the form of a military school has been established at Mon-Tse,° Many 
volunteer teachers have gone there to give political Instruction, The training: - 
Sourse lests three months, and embraces political, military, technical, médica. - 
and administrative knowledge. Yrs.-Cen. LioMiL herself desaumes the training of . -- 
the sister's beotuse she is herself a physiedany | ES tat ae ie 
‘ og : | Getrag: oe : 
Burmats objections that the Task Force draws its means of subsistence from Burma, 
illegitimately is entirely -unfountied. ofPhe task foree has not’ only authorized a 
regular purchdsing bureau, te make purchases fairly; ‘but the soldiers help the | ~ 
pecple with the cultivation of rice and other good crops, both with advice snd 
action, so\that a larger yicld may be obtained, because in this region the 
Cultivation methods atecvery backward, ‘iso the charge that the presence of the 
Task Force may give the ked Chinese a pretext for marching into Burma mearis 
nothing, for ‘Ghe Ked Chinese know well enough that if they attack Burma ‘they 


so 
a) 


will start. another Korean War. 


“= end = 
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